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. WHSIN
Assessment topic $ompll?‘lnt or Comments
e No | wHspN
1 Identification of sources of noise (Hazard identification) (WHS Act 19, Reg 34, 56-58)

1A

Is the PCBU aware of any workers’
compensation claims for noise-induced
hearing loss?

Question only

1B

Is the PCBU aware of Noise exposure
limits?

Question only

1C

Has the PCBU identified sources of
hazardous noise? Reg 34

L] Raised voices needed to
communicate about 1m away

Noisy powered plant / machinery

Noise from impact (hammering,
pneumatic tools)

Noise from explosives, detonators

O O

Worker complaints about noise, or that
they can’t hear instructions / warning
signals

J

Worker complaints of ringing in ears

]

Long-term workers appear to be hard
of hearing

L] Any workers exposed to noise AND
either hand-arm vibration or whole
body vibration?

L] Results of audiometry tests indicate
that past or present workers have
hearing loss

L] Does any equipment have
manufacturer’s information (including
labels) indicating noise levels equal to
or greater that:

o 80dB(A) 8-hour TWA

o 140 dB(C) peak noise level

o 88 dB(A) sound power level

Evidenced by collecting Hazard ID Risk Assessment.

Type of machine
Serial number
Photo / evidence of noise level

1D

How do you ensure you are complying with
the exposure limit? (consider phone App,
measure noise levels: static / personal)

Question only

1E

If noise exposures are measured, are levels
measured from static sampling or personal
monitoring?

Question only

1F

If noise exposures are measured, which
jobs, powered tools, machinery or activities
are being monitored?

Question only - list

Controlling the risk (WHS Act 19, Reg 35, 36, 38, 44)

2A

If noise has been identified as a hazard/
risk, has the PCBU taken steps to eliminate
or engineer to reduce noise levels? Reg 35-
36

Evidence of Hierarchy of Control

2B

Are personal hearing protectors provided to
workers for work identified as a noise risk?
Reg 44 (2)

2C

Is the hearing protection used fit for
purpose? (Sponge plugs, ear defenders,
rating level) Reg 44 (3)

Evidence by PPE fit for purpose to sound level testing

2D

How does the PCBU determine the
effectiveness of control measures? Reg 38

Evidence by monitoring PPE use
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3 | Provision of information, training and instruction (WHS Act 19, 29, Reg 37)
3A | Have workers been provided training and
information on noise exposure and the
requirement to have regular audiometric
testing? Reg 39 (2)
3B | If PPE is used, are workers trained in fitting,
and maintaining in good order? Reg 44 (4)
3D | Do you provide instruction and training for
visitors to use PPE? Act S19
4 | Health Monitoring (WHS Act 19 3(g), Reg 58 1, 2)
4A | If the noise exposure standard(s) is Evidence of testing performed
exceeded and hearing protection is
frequently required, do you conduct
audiometric testing on staff?
Reg 58 (1, 2)
4B Evidence of audiometric testing spreadsheet

Is audiometric testing conducted at the

below frequency Reg 58 (1, 2)

i.  Within 3 mths of worker commencing work;

ii. Inany event, at least every 2 years
thereafter
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5 | Worksite Inspection — Worker Interview (WHS Act 19, 29, Reg 56-58)
5A | Are there noises due to impact such as
hammering, or pneumatic impact tools
within the workplace?
5B | Are there noises due to explosive sources
(explosive powered tools, detonators)?
5C | Do you need to raise your voice to talk with
someone about 1m away?
5D | Do you or your workmates complain that
there is too much noise or that they can’t
clearly hear instructions or warning signals?
5E | Do you experience ringing in the ears or a
noise sounding different in each ear?
5F | Do you notice a reduction in hearing over
the course of the day?
5G | What hearing protection do you use?
(Sponge plugs, ear muffs)
5H | If PPE is used, have you been trained in
fitting, and maintaining in good order?
51 | If high levels of noise have been identified,
have you undertaken audiometry testing?
How often? By whom?
6 | Worksite Inspection
6A | If the work area is identified as noisy, is Evidenced by photo
there clear signage displayed stating
hearing protection must be worn? Reg 36
6B | Are all workers in the work area wearing Observation
appropriate hearing protection? Correctly?
Reg 44(3) ¢
6C | Is PPE, such as earmuffs, in sound
condition, free from signs of deterioration?
Reg 44 (3) b
6D | Is there evidence of any reported Evidenced by photo
engineering, or isolation control measures
being in place? Reg 36
6E | Sound level test — App on phone Record measurement as a guide using phone Sound Meter App.
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Appendix

WHS 2012 NOISE REGULATIONS

Equivalent Noise Exposures

Reg 56 Exposure standard for noise, in relation to a
person, means —

(a) 85 dB(A) for 8-hour or
(b) peak of 140 dB(C)

Reg 57

(1) A PCBU must manage risks to health and
safety relating to the risk of hearing loss
associated with noise

(2) A PCBU must ensure that the noise that a
worker is exposed to at the workplace does
not exceed the exposure standard for noise

Reg 58 Audiometric testing

(2)  This regulation applies in relation to a
worker who is frequently required by the
PCBU to use PPE to protect the worker
from the risk of hearing loss associated with
noise that exceeds the exposure standard
for noise.

(3) The PCBU who provides PPE as a control
measure must provide audiometric testing
for the worker:

i.  Within 3 months of the worker
commencing work; and

i. Inany event, at least every 2
years

Audiometric testing means the testing and
measurement of the hearing threshold levels of each
ear of a person by means of pure tone air conduction
threshold tests.

Table 1 Equivalent noise exposures. LAeq.8h = 85 dB(A)

Noise level dB(A) Exposure time

80 16 hours *
82 12 hours !
85 8 hours

88 4 hours

9 2 hours

94 1 hour

ar 30 minutes
100 15 minutes
103 7.5 minutas
106 3.8 minutes
109 1.9 minutes
112 57 seconds
115 28.8 seconds
118 14.4 seconds
121 7.2 seconds
124 3.6 seconds
127 1.8 seconds
130 0.9 seconds

DISCLAIMER: This report only deals with matters the subject of the specific inspection. It does not purport to indicate overall
compliance status of the relevant duty holder(s) with work health and safety laws.
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