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Media Release - SafeWork SA 
 

    Saturday 3 November 2007 
 

SAFE AND SMART ANSWERS TO WORKPLACE DANGERS  
 

Innovation, persistence and attention to detail have characterised the winners of the 
2007 Safe Work Awards, presented in Adelaide last night by the Industrial Relations 
Minister, Michael Wright. 
 
A team of judges from the Award hosts: SafeWork SA, WorkCover SA, Business SA and SA 
Unions have scrutinised the 46 entries since August, analysing in detail the workplace safety 
systems presented, and visiting the work sites involved. 
 
THE WINNERS:  
 
Best Workplace Health and Safety Management System - Santos Ltd 
 
Santos has made a considerable effort to ensure that health and safety is afforded a high 
priority in the daily work programmes across all of its sites.  Its integrated and systematic 
safety approach has resulted in workplace injuries falling by 45% and the severity of injuries 
down by 80% since it sharpened its focus on effective safety management. 

 
 
 
Best Solution to an Identified Workplace Health and Safety Issue - OneSteel ‘Tipping 
Hook Stand’.  
 
The BOS Shift 2 at OneSteel’s Whyalla plant developed a portable stand that allows crane 
operators to accurately position their machine’s 150-kilo hook into a 55-kilo loading shackle, 
without risking any other workers’ safety whatsoever during the procedure.  

 
 
 
Best Workplace Health and Safety Practices in Small Business - Vino Ristorante 
 
Management of this Unley restaurant created a safety culture from the ‘top down’ with OHS 
improvements and practices clearly visible in the everyday tasks of staff. 
 
 
Employer of the Year – joint winners: Hardy Wine Company and Santos Limited 
 
Hardy Wine Company’s effective engagement of its workers in its safety management process 
greatly impressed the judges, while Santos made substantial progress in developing and 
implementing detailed and sophisticated safety management systems given the hazardous 
and demanding nature of its work environments.  
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Employee of the Year - Veronica Wilkey TafeSA 
 
Ms. Wilkey has taken a lead role in developing and implementing TAFE SA Regional’s 
Occupational Health and Safety and Injury Management Plans, providing valuable advice in 
relation to their application in a teaching environment. Ms. Wilkey, who is a senior OHS and 
injury management consultant, works across 48 regional campuses including those on the 
Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankuntjatjara Lands. 

 
 
 
Health and Safety Representative of the Year - Wayne McCoy 
 
During his nine years with Holden, Wayne McCoy has earned the respect of his peers and 
management. He has personally instigated systems to safely manage maintenance and 
emergency situations, audit large dies of up to 30-tonnes in weight, and assess sprains 
and strains incurred by workmates on-the-job. 

 
 
 
Best Public Event Safety - The Twilight Christmas Parade: City of Port Adelaide Enfield. 
 
With more than 15,000 spectators and 1200 participants, the City of Port Adelaide Enfield’s  
annual Twilight Christmas Parade featured an innovative and consultative approach to 
ensuring the safety of all concerned, while also minimising street disturbance. 

 
 
 
The Augusta Zadow Scholarship ($12,000) – Dr Elspeth McInnes and Christy Ward 
 
Dr Elspeth McInnes and Christy Ward both from the University of South Australia were 
awarded the scholarship to deliver their project ‘Supporting the Occupational Health and 
Safety Needs of Family Day Care Providers in South Australia’. 

 
 
 
 
The winners of the national categories will automatically go through as finalists in the Safe 
Work Australia Awards to be announced next year. 
 
For information regarding the Safe Work Awards or to access the workshop abstracts from 
Safe Work 2007, visit: www.safework.sa.gov.au/sw07 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/sw07
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