MINUTES  –  Meeting No: 6

Amusement Device Stakeholders

and

National Regulators

Novotel Hotel Sydney Olympic Park (Homebush)

Olympic Boulevard

Monday 19th April 2010 – 9:30am

DRAFT MINUTES

(1)
Welcome
Ian Markos Chairperson




National Regulators’ Amusement Device Committee

Introductions of all members

Regulators appreciated the attendance of the New Zealand representative for first time.

(2)
Apologies & Absentees
SHOW SOCIETIES

SA;  VIC;  WA;  TAS;  NT

GUILDS

Nil

REGULATORS

WA;  ACT

STAKEHOLDERS

Dave Randall & Ron Darby

(3)
Confirmation of previous minutes
No comments made from last years minutes, all accepted

(4)
Actions from previous minutes (25 May 2009)

4.1
Analysis of the National Register - Incidents & Notices (ongoing agenda item)
a)  Types of Notices
b)  Hazards identified
c)  Stakeholder Feedback






 Michael Chan


Michael distributed the analysis and provided the update from the national register

General discussions occurred, including wether the statistics compared the number of visits in relation to number of notices issued, number of injuries compared to incidents.  Concerns over media interest in the amusement industry, in particular, if the media should obtain details on the quantity of notices issued.

Michael suggested the increase in notices issued was due to the increased attendance to school fetes; country shows and smaller events.

ACTION – ongoing agenda item to analyse statistics – Michael Chan

ACTION – regulators to advise Michael of site visits to include on the register
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4.2
Queensland had corresponded to all schools regarding use of inflatable structures.  South Australia to obtain copy of letter for SA distribution










Leanne McLennan

Leanne apologised, that the letter had not been sent, but did advise the SWSA now had a heavy involvement with local councils, and was a member of the local council forum.  This was proving to be very useful as the councils are more aware of requirements before allowing amusement structures to operate within all council jurisdictions.

Michael Chan had approached the Queensland Education Department to attend a conference and advised of the existence of national tool and requirements of registrations within Queensland.

I was also raised that Victoria were considering changing inflatables to class 2, then registration with new regulations implementation. 

Ian reminded the forum that the regulators’ are currently drafting new National regulations – to be called the “Workplace Health & Safety Regulations” .  Information is available on the Safework Australia website – www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au

Ian also confirmed, that Australian Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ACCI), were representing industry.  He encouraged stakeholders to get involved, as they are a unique industry and highly recommended that they get representation.  If industry does not speak out, amusements will be included within general plant. Industry needs to act now, as this national process is moving extremely fast.  He expects the regulations to be out in approximately August – September, for public comment.  These new regulations would then allow for national registration.

It was noted that the New Zealand regulations are dated 1978, but are currently writing a code of practice to work in with the regulations and to work side by side.

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from the SA Showmen’s guild re lack of engineers – this will be discussed as follows.

4.3 Create and distribute a proposal re cooperative approach to increase number of professional engineers.  Comments to be collated 




Michael Bevan
Highlighted at the 2009 meeting, the lack of engineers.  The are only a few current engineers, many of which are heading towards retirement.  

Michael requested any comments from industry, in addition to any from the meeting that was held at Luna Park Sydney on March 10th

Summary – people accept risks that they can manage.

(5)
Engineers Meeting – Feedback from meeting held at Luna Park Sydney 10th March


5.1
Michael Bevan (Engineers Australia)

5.2
Chris Turner (Regulator NSW)

The ageing engineers are a major problem and this situation has been around for some time.  The industry will always find an engineer, but it will be at a cost.  It often appears the weight of industry is on the engineers, which could deter more in the future.

Victoria does not have engineers to sign off, it’s mainly the owner that is responsible with the duty to keep the ride safe.  They may use a consultant to take the place of the competent person if the owner is not.
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Discussions questioned as to what other industries do, for example cranes, pressure vessels etc. - do those industries have the same problems, or is it only the amusement industry that requires a sign off by an engineer.

What is the main reason for lack of engineers? Quite often it can be that interested engineers may not know the full extent of the industry and its’ needs, and insurance is either not available, too expensive or restrictions are placed on the engineers to limit the percentage of business within this industry.

It was raised as to wether Engineers Australia was looking into this?  Michael Bevan advised that engineering is conducted safely and spread across a wide range of industries – construction, mining manufacturing, but when amusement rides are included in their insurance, it generally limits the percentage of work to be conducted.

It was also questioned wether Engineers Australia had conducted one-on-one meetings with insurance companies to advise and explain the needs of the amusement industry – eg they insure similar engineers, within the cranes industry, which is on a similar risk level and in particular, explain how the amusement industry had improved vastly over last 10 years.

New Zealand had conducted a meeting with the countries engineers, 26 of the 37 engineers attended.  They tend to have fewer engineers on higher standard, rather than many with a lower standard.  The engineers have since created an incorporated society – Technical Inspection Group (TIG)

As a result of the successful NZ meeting, Brian Bradley liaised with WorkCover NSW, which resulated in the abovementioned meeting held on March 10th at Luna Park Sydney.

Chris Turner distributed the 2 ½ page document to the forum attendees.

(6)
New Zealand overview 







Maurice Flood

Welcome to Maurice, the group was pleased that the New Zealand representative has been able to attend for the first time.

Maurice advised he is involved in approving registrations in NZ, with the Regulations dated 1978.

NZ has a large quantity of adventure activities / adventure tourism, jet boats, bungees etc. He considers it would be an improved for NZ government to take on what’s happening in Australia, to improve compliance.

Maurice advised there is no such forum as our Stakeholder / Regulator Forum in NZ, and will be keen to establish one.  At this stage he meets twice a year with engineers, and that has worked well.  Maurice asked as to wether the Local Authorities eg Local Council are involved in this industry as a regulator.

Leanne had mentioned earlier that she attends a bi-monthly forum for Local Councils in South Australia, to provide advice as required, but to help event coordinators understand compliance issues when issuing permits for rides to operate on council property 

Maurice also advised as there are only 86 inspectors for the country, amusement rides were a lower priority in NZ.

Maurice also gave the invitation to host our Stakeholder / Regulator forum in New Zealand within the next year or two.  He thought the success of the forum would be of assistance in New Zealand. 

(7)
National Audit Tool for Amusement Devices

Open discussion 








      Ian Markos
Ian asked the industry representatives what they think of the national tool, feedback from them would be of interest to assist with any improvements.

DRAFT MINUTES
On the whole, it’s working.  Various issues were raised such as Northern Territory and Victoria issued a site visit statement, whereas other states don’t.

Industry were reminded, that there is no reason they can’t request a copy of the audit once it’s completed.

It was questioned as to why there was such a rise of notices issued in Queensland.  It was advised that they are visiting many smaller events, which has increased site visits.  Also if the number of site visits was recorded in conjunction with notices issued, this cold put things into perspective.

NSW advised they are utilising the tool more frequently now, including regional areas such as Albury, who visited the Riverina, which incorporaed many additional rides.

(8)
Australian Standards
World Harmonisation update - Open discussion





         All
Greg O’Neill attended the last meeting in Las Vegas.  It appears the Global harmonisation is still moving slowly.  It appears the ASTM, American Standard seems to be more accepted around the world.  The next meeting is in July 2010, at Kula Lumpa.

(9)
Industry Stakeholders – Other Business
Industry initiatives and emerging trends




     Stakeholder Reps


Concerns were raised in regards to the issue of a Roller Coaster incident at the Sydney show.  In particular, at what point do emergency services take control? For example, the fire brigade took over.  It was considered normally a Police Commander, would coordinate all emergency services personnel.  The concern being, that with safety procedures in place for each ride by the owner, incidents could be addressed via the owner, to avoid the media circus.

RAHS - NSW have meetings with emergency services to avoid un-necessary publicity.

RAHS – SA have similar, with a process between them, amusement owners and SafeWork SA to address media issues before they get out of control.

9.1
Safety Alerts – how they are issued, do others states re-badge and issue?












Brian Bradley
Brian questioned the applicability or acceptance from one state to the other, as some inspectors didn’t recognise an alert from interstate.  

Also a request that regulators distribute alerts ASAP after the alert is created, then other states distribute as well.

9.2
two safety alerts issued by NSW 

9.3
Go-Karting Code of Practice – The approximate cost to get this code of practice in print is approximately $25,000.  It was questioned wether any regulators are able to contribute funds to get this COP in print?  It appears Standards Australia wrote to regulators requesting financial support to print, but regulators are unable to do this
It was raised that Associations can write a standards or codes of practice themselves.  They are treated as a guideline, wether issued from Standards Australia or an Industry Standard.
The process through Standards Australia moves extremely slow, but the Industry needs to change this standard.


It was discussed that there was a great deal of expertise within this forum, so they could look at writing their own industry code of practice.  Then an external panel could overview for finalisation.



NSW regulator advised that no changes to the regulations or codes of practice will occur until after implementation of national regulations.  

AS a trigger for an investigation tends to ask for “what the standard says”, the go-kart industry is in no-mans land as it awaits the finalisation of the standard.  It was suggested, if the current draft is implemented by the industry, they could at least show they are following something.

(10) Meeting close 

ATTENDEES: 19 April 2010

	NAME
	REPRESENTING

	George Kret
	AAA - Sydney

	George Zacchini
	AAA - Sydney

	Jeana Zacchini
	AALARA

	Phil Durkin
	AALARA

	Gary Wachter
	AALARA – Qld

	Steve Peet
	AALARA – Qld

	Tony Evans
	AALARA Life Member

	Greg O’Neill
	Amusement Rides Australia (Manufacturer)

	Brian Bradley
	Engineers Australia

	Michael Bevan
	Engineers Australia

	Maurice Flood
	Regulator – Dept of Labour New Zealand

	Brian Malacari
	Regulator – NT Worksafe

	Leanne McLennan
	Regulator - SafeWork SA

	Ian Markos
	Regulator – SafeWork SA

	Chris Turner
	Regulator – Workcover NSW

	Joe Nosti
	Regulator – Workcover NSW

	Michael Chan
	Regulator – Workplace H&S – QLD

	Michael Nathan
	Regulator – Worksafe Victoria

	Nikos Likouresis
	Regulator – Worksafe Victoria

	Daryn Weller
	Regulator Tasmania

	Michael Collins
	Royal Show Society – NSW

	Lewis Osborne
	Showmens Guild Australasia

	Robert Young
	Showmens Guild Australasia

	Alan Lynch
	Showmens Guild South Australia

	Daryl Girdler
	Showmens Guild South Australia
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