MINUTES– Meeting No: 5

Amusement Device Stakeholders

and

National Regulators

Broadbeach Rooms - Conrad Jupiters Hotel & Casino

Monday 25th May 2009 – 1:30pm

(1)
Welcome
Ian Markos Chairperson




National Regulators’ Amusement Device Committee


Ian requested delegates introduce themselves to allow new delegates in identifying fellow stakeholders.

(2)
Apologies & Absentees


Refer last page

(3)
Confirmation of previous minutes (12 May 2008)

Minutes accepted  -  no comments or corrections raised.

(4)
Actions from previous minutes (12 May 2008)


4.1
Analysis of the National Register - Incidents & Notices (ongoing)













Michael Chan

· Michael presented an analysis of the register as at 30 April.  Michael explained and discussed the breakdown of various charts within the document.

· Concerns were mentioned regarding the analysis, namely, if verbal directions were given initially, this is non-compliant.  When corrected at the time, non-compliant statistics are would be higher than shown.

· Some inspectors had been over zealous – eg:- if an Inspector identifies a non-compliant issue, that is fixed at the time, it should not be necessary to also issue a notice.

· Inspectors issued notices on maintenance records could be controversial, but if actual maintenance not completed – yes a prohibition.

· National Audit tool slight vary – eg prohibition in most states if design not conducted

· Queensland regulators are conducting audits on smaller events eg fetes, local shows, therefore there has been a rise in non compliant issues in this state

· Does the analysis include Party Castles? – More than likely no, as regulators are unaware as to where they are located/operating

· There is general concern regarding inflatable operators, most do the right thing, but as inflatable’s are now available from the local retail outlet – these buyers are unaware of their legislative obligations

· South Australian is the only state that registers inflatables, so is at least aware of how many are operating – this could assist with tracking

· Queensland has distributed a circular to schools advising of obligations when hiring amusement rides

· Suggested more accurate breakdown of analysis by dividing into mechanical and inflatable

· agricultural shows – inflatable’s are inspected by owners

· most owners keep log book voluntarily wether it’s required to be registered or not

· Question raised as to the the purpose of this analysis document – advised to assist regulators and stakeholders identify issues that may need addressing

· Stakeholders – this information needs to be more targeted to the group at this meeting – ie design registration different to item registration.  Not capturing all industry eg home party/weekenders – therefore is the peak section of industry going ok.

· Is it worth summarising prohibition notices so all industry can be aware of concerns – short summary – will assist with ride owners if notice on a ride similar to what they own









Action:  ongoing Michael Chan

(5)
Safety Alert from Queensland Regulator 




Michael Chan

Risk of Being Hit By Moving Parts of an Aerial Amusement Ride


Michael tabled a Safety Alert regarding moving parts of an aerial amusement ride, including ride hazardous zones.  Be aware of the zones required for the operational area.


Protection of stupidity or hazard – how far do we take it?.


Confirmation that the alert means – gate won’t open until ride is stopped 


This alert will be added to the regulator website











Action:  Leanne add to website

(6)
National High Risk Plant 







  Ian Markos


Conformity Assessment for National High Risk Plant (update) including
a review of the National Standard for High Risk Plant 


Safework Australia previously Australian Safety Council then previously NOHSC.


Majority of forum attendees  would have seen the standard and had opportunity to comment – therefore has any group submitted any comments


AALARA – submitted comments although found the standard confusing.


Brian Bradley has submitted comments


Ian advised that the discussion paper comments had closed, althought there will be a further round to follow.


This will mean a new system for the whole of Australia if implemented 


Conformity assessment not addressed once plant is in use in the field – ie item registration


The new conformity relates to design registration – what will happen with item registration.


Suggested registration be a once of – (then regulators are aware of items and location) but once a change of owner – then item to be re-registered.


Concerns regarding time factor on engineers inspections – every ride at Melbourne show to be inspected by professional engineer within 4 days (approx 48 rides)


Lifts & amusement rides affect public safety – other items of plant via workplaces, safety committees etc..

(7)
National Audit Tool for Amusement Devices


12months on from implementation  -  general discussion 


    Ian Markos

SA Guild found it to be an excellent tool – allows owners to be aware of details for upcoming audits and found it to be a better system than in previous years.  


Victoria Guild, very happy and considered it the greatest thing for travelling amusement industry.


Concerns raised as to the fact, inspections may be too frequent – eg two shows following each other – wasting time for owners & inspectors


Brian Bradley log book is in use and set up with the National audit document.  


Qld inspectors view the log book, if already fully audited, they conduct a site audit only


Victoria & NT issue a field visit report, which can be kept in log book


NSW no field reports, no direction as to wether inspectors sign log books or not.


Ian asked it the industry considers it lacks in any area?  Response was if the tool had a carbon copy, the owner could receive a copy immediately 


Engineers comments, once log book set up according to the tool – it’s easy to use.


Suggestion – perhaps look into supporting documentation for example
– do you have a maintenance schedule? – Yes – then inspector would site the schedule.


Suggested if lists are created, they are posted on the website.

(8)
Engineers Australia







         Michael Bevan
                                                                                          Associate Director Registration
Cooperative approach to increase the number of professional engineers
to inspect rides.


Michael presented a scenario (diagram) of relationships between owners, rides, regulators, engineers, insurance and the public. The missing link is insurance to the engineer.


Consideration needs to be given as to wether industry still wants to use an engineer to inspect rides.


Legislation could consider amending an engineer’s requirements to state “complies with the standard”, in lieu of “the ride is safe”.


Another alternative – certified auditor against Plant standard.  Looking into the future with the National Plant Standard – an engineer, competent person, certified auditor – to sign off that item complies with the standard.


Perception could be - lowing standard if no longer using engineer – this needs to be considered.

ACTION:


remove engineer from being buffer between regulators & industry


create working group with a couple of reps from each stakeholder group here, write up proposal to be submitted


Michael Bevan – to put together a proposal, it be distributed to all stakeholders, then collate comments thru the stakeholders



MICHAEL BEVAN
(9)
National Plant Registration 






   Phil Durkin












   AALARA Board Member
One registration, one fee for national operation



Regulator advised it won’t happen until the national standard for plant is implemented, or one conformity assessment process, or national uniformity

(10)
Other Business
10.1
Ride Operators Card 







open
Industry specific card – in lieu of C.I. or Blue Card



If industry own card – someone needs to run, produce, train etc the amusement owners


Dave Randell & Associates  run white card courses – any RTO could run a course specific


Victoria Guild members putting operators through the course


Ron Darby – yes there is the space for industry ride operators for a key specific course, basic OHS included, then owners take next step.


White card definitely required 


10.2
Thanks to Kim Hackwood and AALARA board for assisting with the organising of this meeting.

(11)
Meeting close 

Appendix One

	Company
	Name
	Attendance

	Royal Show Society - ACT
	Geoff Cannock
	ABSENT

	Royal Show Society - NSW
	Shane McGrath
	YES

	Royal Show Society - NT
	Cherry Court
	ABSENT

	Royal Show Society - QLD
	Don Savage
	YES

	Royal Show Society - SA
	Judith Noble
	YES

	Royal Show Society - TAS
	Philip Le Grove
	APOLOGY

	Royal Show Society - VIC
	Jane Timson
	YES

	Royal Show Society - WA
	Andrew Thomas
	APOLOGY

	Showmen’s Guild - Australasia 
	Garry O’Neill
	YES

	Showmen’s Guild - South Australia
	Darryl Girdler
	YES

	Showmen’s Guild - Tasmania
	Dianne Alexander
	ABSENT

	Showmen’s Guild - Victorian
	Max Laurie
	YES

	Showmen’s Guild - Victorian
	Marjorie Chant
	YES

	Showmen’s Guild - West Australia 
	Mervyn Neehan
	ABSENT

	AALARA
	Gary Wachter
	YES

	AALARA
	Jeana Zacchini
	YES

	AALARA
	Phil Durkin
	YES

	Australian Amusement Association
	Bruce Rouse
	YES

	Australian Amusement Association
	Craig Caruana
	YES

	Australian Amusement Association 
	George Zacchini
	YES

	Engineers Australia
	Michael Bevan
	YES

	Engineers Australia
	Jack Wade
	YES

	Australian Carousel Company Amusement Rides Australia
	Greg O’Neill
	YES

	Darby Safety Services
	Ron Darby
	YES

	DRA Safety Specialists
	David Randall
	YES

	Regulator – ACT
	Harsh Puri
	ABSENT

	Regulator – NSW
	Chris Turner
	YES

	Regulator - NT
	Brian Malacari
	YES

	Regulator – Qld
	Michael Chan
	YES

	Regulator - SA
	Leanne McLennan
	YES

	Regulator – SA
	Ian Markos
	YES

	Regulator – Tas
	Robert Millhouse
	APOLOCY

	Regulator - Vic
	Nikos Likouresis
	YES

	Regulator - Vic
	Michael Nathan
	YES

	Regulator - WA
	John Ebert
	APOLOGY
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