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MINUTES

Inaugural Meeting

Amusement Device Stakeholder Groups

and the

National Regulators

Gold Coast International Hotel - Thursday 19 May 2005
Welcome:
Ian Markos - Chairperson

National Regulators Amusement Device Committee

Ian welcomed all attendees and acknowledged the excellent work of Kim Hackwood (AALARA) in assisting and liaising with Leanne McLennan to organise the facilities for this forum.  It was brought to the members’ attention, that this forum is a first for any industry, in particular for any one item of plant.

Leanne McLennan will be the central contact for this committee, with her contact details are:-  0401 125 698, 08 8303 0414, fax 08 8463 4966 and mclennan.leanne@saugov.sa.gov.au.

Apologies:

Regulators:

Joe Pisani (NT);  Gnanasena Liyanage (WA);  Bryan George (NZ);

Rob Walker (ACT);  Don Schofield (Tas)

Stakeholders: 
Nil

1.
Ian Markos: 

(a) The Role of the National Regulators Amusement Device Committee

Ian explained why the regulators national action plan was developed.  That it was an initiative of the Heads of Workplace Safety Authority (HWSA) and that South Australia was nominated as the lead jurisdiction to coordinate the national action plan and to commence consultation with industry.  The national action plan was developed in consultation and agreement between all Australian regulators and New Zealand.

The action plan addresses issues concerning national consistency, regulators auditing strategy, engineering inspections, design registration, item registration, emerging issues (like rider restraints) and current research and initiatives in the industry.

A key aspect of the action plan was the development of a National Regulators Amusement Device Committee who had its inaugural meeting in July 2004.  This committee has a representative from every Australian and New Zealand jurisdiction that meets quarterly to implement the action plan.

Ian explained that the regulators committee combined with this stakeholder forum was an excellent opportunity to create sustainable improvements in relation to consistency of operations across Australia and to establish open, fair and meaningful industry relations.

(b) The role of Stakeholder Forums

The aim of the national stakeholder forum was to discuss issues of a strategic nature between industry representatives and Australian OHS regulators.

The stakeholder forum has been created to provide an opportunity for constructive consultation with industry and provides all operators and owners an opportunity to raise their concerns and matters of national importance in an official capacity through their respective associations.

Ian Markos has offered the use of the Workplace Services website (ERIC) to be the contact point for this forum.  Items such as these minutes, updates on any emerging issues could be posted on this site.  Only factual information would be allowed.

ACTION – Ian Markos to create contact point for stakeholder/regulator committee on the ERIC website  -  (www.eric.sa.gov.au)

(c) Terms of reference for stakeholder forums

Ian proposed the creation of terms of reference for this forum.  The members agreed.

ACTION – Ian Markos to create and post on ERIC website

2.
Regulators National Action Plan:
Ian noted that progress of the implementation of the national action plan and regulator consultation will be reported back to HWSA quarterly.   A decision was made that this plan will be posted on the ERIC website when this site is operational.

All members agreed that the action plan that specifically deals with industry consultation was supported and that the industry stakeholders were very keen to offer support and participation in all future forums.

3.
Industry Perspective:
 
(3a) Ride owner and operators

A range of industry matters were raised, these are summarised below.

· National uniformity for registration;

· Improved regulator communications concerning improvement / prohibition notices;

· Inconsistency amongst inspectors around Australia;

· Log book records relating to regulators notices, to ensure a permanent record that can be viewed at any time in any part of Australia;

· Review of the national plant standard National Occupational Health and Safety Commission (NOHSC);

· Ian Markos & Michael Chan will be attending the National Plant Standard NOHSC meeting next month in Melbourne where they will raise issues that effect amusement structures in the plant standard;

· The issue of consistency of OHS regulator audits was raised.  This issue is currently under discussion by the national regulators committee who aim to develop a single audit tool to be used nationally;

· Rider responsibility – this issue was discussed at length and it was agreed that current rider responsibility regulation as proposed in a state in America was not reflective of Australian OHS legislation.  The forum was advised that it is the owners’ responsibility to ensure that their amusement ride was safe, maintained and supervision provided, to ensure the safety of the public.  The owner decides who is allowed to ride on their device and that rides must have effect control measures (in most cases engineering controls) that prevent children or others from undertaking certain acts that present a risk to their safety - an example of this, was the recent Sizzler and Ferris Wheel incidents in Australia.  The regulators did not consider it appropriate to place a legal duty on a young child, or a parent who have no control over the safety of the amusement ride.  This position was supported by the forum;
the following is the suggested change by Brian Bradley – Ian Markos approved
The regulators did not consider it appropriate to place a legal duty on a young child, or a parent who had no control over the safety of the amusement ride. Some other members of the forum accepted this view, but some considered that there was scope for riders, or in the case of child riders, their parents, to have to accept some responsibility for (their behaviour/their child's behaviour) while on the ride. No consensus was reached on this matter
· The issue of consistency of the wording of engineers’ certificates.  This issue is currently being dealt with by the national regulators committee who are aiming for a single certificate to suit all;

· Workers compensation issues – it was noted this topic is not applicable to this forum.

ACTION:  Markos & Chan to raise uniformity at next NOHSC meeting (June 2005) - AALARA & to make contact with Beta Zadnick concerning input into the draft national plant standard.

ACTION:  Regulators Committee to discuss log book entries and consistent audit documents / inspection sheets

ACTION:  National Regulators Committee to compare various engineers’ inspection certificates


(3b) Royal Show Societies

The forum agreed that events that are held at showgrounds eg Royal Shows are workplaces as defined by OH&S legislation.  The show societies have made significant improvements in the way they manage safety during their events.  NSW & SA have taken the approach of expanding their inspections to not only look at amusement rides, but all activities that occur during the show. 

WA & Qld acknowledged their good working relationships with the OHS inspectorate.

Vic – no society rep attended, but Tony Evans advised meetings are held with the society in advance, to discuss all issues within the showgrounds.


(3c) Engineers

Brian Bradley raised the issue of a central data base for notices issued.

There was general discussion regarding this issue.  The Regulators committee advised they will discuss a central register for notices at their next meeting.

ACTION: - Regulators to discuss a central register of notices

4.
Guest Speaker
Michael Bevan - Associate Director Registration
Engineers Australia (Formally The Institution of Engineers Australia)

Michael Bevan explained the processes of the National Professional Engineers Register and the purpose of registration listing, since Engineering is an unregulated profession (except for Queensland).

Engineers do not need to be a member of Engineers Australia, to register on NPER; it is a voluntary register based on a peer review of competencies.

It has been identified that the amusement industry could benefit from a register of in-service inspectors, who would need to apply to the engineers australia, pay a nominal fee, and demonstrate particular competencies.

A copy of Michael’s presentation was distributed to the members of the forum and a copy is attached.

Discussions from Michael’s presentation as follows:-

Mick Watterson raised concerns over engineers and the lack of availability for professional indemnity insurance.  Some insurers only allow a certain percentage of the engineers business to be covered for amusements.

Brian Bradley has a list of 39 engineers, 32 of which are currently involved in inspecting rides.  Some are voluntarily working with restrictions eg certain types or certain classes or rides etc.

Two of these engineers attended the AALARA conference and have met several owners, therefore there are other engineers available.

General discussion, regarding the problems of insurance not being readily available for engineers, despite being available to industry.  It was acknowledged that the insurance problem is not restricted to the amusement industry, but industry wide.

Some Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Show Societies advised that their insurers have requested they obtain an individual engineer to reinspect rides before use.

The forum suggested the Engineers Australia and industry associations may need to consider commencing discussions with the insurance industry to resolve this problem.

ACTION:  Michael Collins and Michael Bevan, to write to insurers 

By end 30th June

5.
Emerging Issues (Stakeholder & Regulator):

Malcolm Richards (Queensland Regulator) Electrical Safety Office, with colleague Rod Cruice, informed the forum of the upcoming electrical safety regulation Code of Practice which is being drafted to cover fixed & non-fixed equipment.   The requirements of these regulations will reflect the same obligations as AS3533. 

6.
Future Forums and Communications:

The participants unanimously agreed that this forum was very productive and a great initiative.  All stakeholder representatives requested that the forum meet annually to continue to address national issues affecting the safe operation of amusement rides.

7.
Meeting Close (with agreed actions):

	Item
	Action by

	1(b)
1(c)


	Ian Markos to create contact point for stakeholder / regulator committee on the ERIC the website  -  (www.eric.sa.gov.au)
Ian Markos to create terms of reference for the stakeholder / regulator committee and post on ERIC website.



	3(a)

3(c )
	Markos & Chan to raise uniformity at next Plant Standard meeting (June 2005).  AALARA to make contact with Beta Zadnick concerning input into the draft national plant standard.

Regulators Committee to discuss log book entries and consistent audit documents / inspection sheets

Regulators Committee to compare various engineers’ inspection certificates

Regulators Committee to discuss a central register of notices



	4
	Michael Collins and Michael Bevan to make contact with the insurance council, by 30th June
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